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2006 TRI-CAUCUS HEALTH SUMMIT

THE POWER OF MANY:  PUTTING UNITY IN COMMUNITY
NOVEMBER 17-18, 2006

-Members of Congress and National Health Experts Host 4th Annual Tri-Caucus National Health Policy Discussion-
Washington, DC—Members of Congress and national experts will explore

numerous health policy and health disparity issues during the 4th Annual Tri-Caucus

Minority Health Summit, “The Power Of Many: Putting Unity In Community.”  The 
health summit convenes with a panel discussion, “Health Policy and the Impact on 
Minority Health,” on Friday, November 17th, at 1501 K Street, 6th Floor at 5:00 p.m. 

The summit continues on Saturday, November 18th, with a full-day of health panels and 
information sessions at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center from 
8:30a.m to 4:00 p.m.  
Hosted by the Tri-Caucus (Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC), Congressional Black Caucus, Congressional Hispanic Caucus), and coordinating sponsors, The Coalition to Promote Minority Health (CPMH) and the American Public Health Association (APHA), the two-day summit features an array of panels with leading public health experts, community health advocates and health industry representatives.
(more)

“Health disparities among African Americans continue to be disproportionately higher than those in other communities," noted U.S. Representative Melvin L. Watt (D-N.C.), Congressional Black Caucus Chair.  "Creating a national conversation to discuss how health policy issues impact on the health and health care of racial and ethnic minority Americans is timely and critically needed."
From the reauthorization of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program and the Ryan White CARE Act, to Medicaid, Medicare, health disparities and health information technology, the Tri-Caucus Health Summit focuses on issues that impact the health and health care of racial and ethnic minority communities.

“We recognize the value of our diversity in finding a solution to the problem of racial and ethnic health disparities," said Congresswoman Hilda L. Solis (D-CA). "There is truly strength in our numbers and our voices will be heard in the new Congress. “

This year's health summit goal is to raise awareness regarding the important health issues facing minority communities in the Washington, DC area. "Disparities in health outcomes and care is one of the primary obstacles to the physical and emotional well-being of many of our nation's residents," said Georges C. Benjamin, M.D., F.A.C.P., executive director of the American Public Health Association (APHA). "We must work to eliminate inequities in health care and to ensure that all Americans have access to quality, affordable care from health professionals who understand their needs."

According to Congresswoman Donna M. Christensen, Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus Braintrust, "this year's Tri-Caucus Health Summit could not be in a better location or during a more opportune time.  The health and health care issues that confront Washington, DC residents are among the most challenging in the country. By leveraging areas of common ground, we can collaboratively develop, support and aggressively work to pass thoughtful, sound and effective health legislation.”

Now in its fourth consecutive year, the Tri-Caucus Health Summit is held in a different region and city each year to increase health awareness and create partnerships to eliminate health disparities.

(more)

"The Coalition to Promote Minority Health seeks to reduce racial and ethnic health disparities by promoting culturally-tailored obesity prevention programs in minority and underserved communities. Minorities are much more likely to be obese than their White counterparts, and as a result, are more likely to suffer and die from obesity-related illnesses such as heart disease and diabetes,” said Daron Watts, founder of CPMH and partner at the law firm Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP.  “The collaborative efforts of Summit participants will promote minority health on a scale that no single organization could achieve on its own.”
Panelists and participating organizations include: 
· Dr. John Ruffin, Director, National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities at the National Institutes of Health 

· Rachel Joseph, Co-Chair, National Steering Committee for the Reauthorization of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (invited)

· Dr. Gail Christopher, The Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies

· Dr. Brian Smedley, The Opportunity Agenda 
· Dr. Shirki Kumanyika, University of Pennsylvania

· Belinda Pettiford, National Healthy Start Association

· Elisa Jaramillo, CASA of Maryland, the Health Care Access Project

· Silas Buchanon and Dr. Lucy Perez, Universal Patient Record Information Systems (UPRIS) Corporation. 
Leading health industry sponsors joining this year’s consortium of Tri-Caucus supporters include: Amgen, Bristol-Myers Squibb, DaVita, Grifols, Novartis, Ovations, Partnership for Prescription Assistance (PPA), Sepracor and VITAS.
Specific topics include:
· Health Policy and the Impact on Minority Health

· Social Determinants of Health

· Emerging Health Issues

· Chronic Disease Prevention and Care

· Culturally and Linguistically Competent Healthcare

"A common misperception is that Asian Pacific Islander Americans (APIAs) face fewer health problems and receive adequate healthcare, said Rep. Mike Honda, Chair of the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC). As a result, APIAs largely have been ignored in health and social policy debates," he added, concluding, "I am sure that this summit will shed light on this issue and lead to passage of  the Healthcare Equality and Accountability Act (H.R. 3561), the Comprehensive Minority Health Bill I sponsored."
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